'Lucknow, August 2nd, 1857.
My dear Sir,

I wrote to you on the 22nd, 25th, 27th and 50th
ultimo, and sent 2 plans of our position and a memo
by the Engineers, but have received no reply, and
indeed only one letter, that of Colonel Tytler's from
Cawnpore received on the 25th and addressed to
Mr Gubbins. Unfortunately Mr Gubbins wrote
without consulting the military authorities, and
having kept no copy of his letter, we know not what
he wrote you and we can only conjecture the
strength of the Force gone against you. We suppose
they have broken down the bridge at '"Bani'5 and
thus succeeded in arresting your progress here. Few
of the enemy are in sight here, but they keep so
much under cover it is difficult to form an estimate.
We are still well off for provisions (say 20 days) both
for Europeans and Natives, but our force is fast
diminishing and we can no longer man all our guns.
Our hopes have been very great, and we look for
your arrival with great anxiety, fearing if it is much
further delayed, the natives, hitherto faithful to us,
will desert.

Yours truly,

J. Inglis, Brigadier.

The Officer Commanding the Relieving Force?

Mr Has^8' nightly duties at the churchyard were
now becoming as repulsive as they were dangerous
and distressing, for, owing to the shortage of labour,
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